LEGAL NOTICE

On April 16, 2025, a Draft Federal 5-Year Plan for the Hingham Housing Authority, as
required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), was made
available for a forty-five (45) day public review and comment period. The Draft is available
to view by the public on the website at https://hinghamha.com/, and at the main office for
our managed agencies located at 80 Clay Street, Quincy, MA 02170 and at the Hingham
Housing Authority, 30 Thaxter Street in Hingham. Should you need reasonable
accommodation to access the Plan, please contact the Quincy Housing Authority office. A
public hearing to consider comments will be held on Friday, May 30th at 4:00pm. This plan
will also be presented to the Quincy Housing Authority Board of Commissioners for review
and approval. Written comments will also be accepted by mail to the attention of Andrew
Rocha to Quincy Housing Authority, 80 Clay Street, Quincy, MA 02170. To submit
comments electronically, or for questions or concerns, please contact Andrew Rocha,
Assistant Executive Director at 617-847-4350 ext. 702 or by email at
arocha@quincyha.com.


https://hinghamha.com/
mailto:arocha@quincyha.com

5_Yea r PHA Pla n U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development OMB No. 2577-0226

(for All PHAs)

Office of Public and Indian Housing Expires: 02/29/2016

Purpose. The 5-Year and Annual PHA Plans provide a ready source for interested parties to locate basic PHA policies, rules, and requirements
concerning the PHA’s operations, programs, and services, and informs HUD, families served by the PHA, and members of the public of the
PHA’s mission, goals and objectives for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low- income families

Applicability. Form HUD-50075-5Y is to be completed once every 5 PHA fiscal years by all PHAs.

A

PHA Information.

Al

PHA Name: __ Hingham Housing Authority PHA Code: ___MA119

PHA Plan for Fiscal Year Beginning: (MM/YYYY): _07/01/2025
PHA Plan Submission Type: [X] 5-Year Plan Submission [J Revised 5-Year Plan Submission

Availability of Information. In addition to the items listed in this form, PHAs must have the elements listed below readily available to the public.
A PHA must identify the specific location(s) where the proposed PHA Plan, PHA Plan Elements, and all information relevant to the public hearing
and proposed PHA Plan are available for inspection by the public. Additionally, the PHA must provide information on how the public may
reasonably obtain additional information on the PHA policies contained in the standard Annual Plan, but excluded from their streamlined
submissions. At a minimum, PHAs must post PHA Plans, including updates, at each Asset Management Project (AMP) and main office or central
office of the PHA. PHAs are strongly encouraged to post complete PHA Plans on their official websites. PHAs are also encouraged to provide
each resident council a copy of their PHA Plans.

The Hingham Housing Authority 5 Year Plan is available for viewing at the Hingham Housing Authority administrative Offices, 30
Thaxter Street, Hingham, MA 02043, at Quincy Housing Authority, 80 Clay Street and also at: https://www.hinghamha.com

[[] PHA Consortia: (Check box if submitting a Joint PHA Plan and complete table below)

PHA Program(s) in the Program(s) not in the No. of Units in Each Program
Code Consortia Consortia PH HCV

Participating PHAs

Lead PHA:
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5-Year Plan. Required for all PHAs completing this form.

B.1

Mission. State the PHA’s mission for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low- income families in the PHA’s
jurisdiction for the next five years.

The mission of the Hingham Housing Authority (HHA) is to protect, create and expand public and affordable housing opportunities locally while
also maintaining and sustaining affordability of existing developments, improving the quality and condition of these units; to support community
development, and increase the number and quality of accessible affordable units, free from discrimination of any kind and affirmatively furthering
fair housing. The HHA will encourage self-sufficiency of participant families and assist in the expansion of family opportunities which address
education, socio-economic, recreational and other human service needs. To fulfill our mission the HHA will strive to attain and maintain a high
level of standards, ethics and accountability in day-to-day management of all program components and make every effort to forge partnerships that
leverage other public and private resources in order to improve the HHA’s ability to be a successful affordable housing provider and to maintain
our designation as a HUD “High Performer”.

B.2

Goals and Objectives. Identify the PHA’s quantifiable goals and objectives that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of low- income, very low-
income, and extremely low- income families for the next five years.

Continue to centralize the administration of the Hingham Housing Authority’s Housing Choice Voucher Program under the management agreement
with Quincy Housing Authority.

Collaborate with the Town of Hingham to seek new opportunities to develop affordable housing for the Town of Hingham

Progress Report. Include a report on the progress the PHA has made in meeting the goals and objectives described in the previous 5-Year Plan.

The Authority continues to apply for public and private funds for the development of additional affordable housing. The Authority has partnered
with the Town of Hingham to increase the number of affordable housing units. In 2024, the Hingham Housing Authority continued to collaborate
with the Town of Hingham for the construction of approximately 60 units of elderly affordable housing units to serve Hingham residents. The
proposed site to 100 Beal Stret in Hingham, which is adjacent to Thaxter Park, then Hingham Housing Authority’s state-funded property.

In 2024, the Hingham Housing Authority to address the failure to meet minimum program participation in its FSS program entered into a Joint
Program with the Quincy Housing Authority. This program increased the minimum participation to 75 program participants between both housing
authorities. In December 2024, the joint program was approved and funded. The Quincy Housing Authority will be administering the FSS program
as the managing agent for the Hingham Housing Authority. Outreach efforts have consisted of direct mailing, utilization of digital media, and
hosting of information sessions to encourage program growth.

The Hingham Housing Authority had set a goal to explore homeownership for its program participants. Homeownership will now be an
opportunity for program participants to be served under the joint FSS agreement with the Quincy Housing Authority.

The Hingham Housing Authority has elected to join the Centralized Section 8 Waiting List. The Hingham Housing Authority Board of
Commissioners has approved the measure, and the HHA is working with MassNAHRO and affordablehousing.com to establish the new list. This
will streamline application processes for the agency which previously relied on paper application processes. As of April 11, 2025, the Hingham
Housing Authority’s Centralized waiting list is active and accepting applications.

Housing Opportunities through Modernization Act (HOTMA) Amendments- The implementation of HOTMA has been delayed due to the
housing software developers. Updates on HOTMA implementation will be provided to voucher holders as new information becomes
available

B.4

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Goals. Provide a statement of the PHA’s goals, activities objectives, policies, or programs that will
enable the PHA to serve the needs of child and adult victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

The HHA will continue to educate the public, landlords and program participants on the VAWA Act. We also provide hotline numbers and local
shelter information to our participants. We will seek out awareness and prevention programs for our residents and participants.
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B.5

Significant Amendment or Modification. Provide a statement on the criteria used for determining a significant amendment or modification to the
5-Year Plan.

The HHA has defined what constitutes a “substantial deviation” or “significant amendment/modification” as follows:
1. Changes in waiting list preference criteria that are not already included in the plan.
2. Establishment of new and/or substantively revised policies or procedures in Section 8 that have not previously been submitted as part of
the current or previous year’s Agency Plans, which are not required by HUD through law, rule or regulation.

If there is a “substantial deviation” or “significant amendment/modification” to the Authority’s Agency Plan, the following procedures
outlined in 24 CFR 903.21 will be followed:

1.  Seek the recommendation of the Resident Advisory Board,

B.6

Resident Advisory Board (RAB) Comments.
(a) Did the RAB(s) provide comments to the 5-Year PHA Plan?

Y N
[ X Notices were sent to all HCV participants to solicit comments.

(b) If yes, comments must be submitted by the PHA as an attachment to the 5-Year PHA Plan. PHAs must also include a narrative describing their
analysis of the RAB recommendations and the decisions made on these recommendations.

B.7

Certification by State or Local Officials.

Form HUD 50077-SL, Certification by State or Local Officials of PHA Plans Consistency with the Consolidated Plan, must be submitted by the
PHA as an electronic attachment to the PHA Plan.

Page 3 of 4 form HUD-50075-5Y (12/2014)



http://www.hud.gov/offices/adm/hudclips/forms/files/50077sl.doc

Instructions for Preparation of Form HUD-50075-5Y
5-Year PHA Plan for All PHAs

A. PHA Information 24 CFR 8903.23(4)(e)

A.1 Include the full PHA Name, PHA Code, , PHA Fiscal Year Beginning (MM/YYYY), PHA Plan Submission Type, and the
Availability of Information, specific location(s) of all information relevant to the hearing and proposed PHA Plan.

PHA Consortia: Check box if submitting a Joint PHA Plan and complete the table.

B. 5-Year Plan.

B.1 Mission. State the PHA’s mission for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low- income families in the
PHA'’s jurisdiction for the next five years. (24 CFR §903.6(a)(1))

B.2 Goals and Objectives. Identify the PHA’s quantifiable goals and objectives that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of low-
income, very low- income, and extremely low- income families for the next five years. (24 CFR §903.6(b)(1)) For Qualified PHAs
only, if at any time a PHA proposes to take units offline for modernization, then that action requires a significant amendment to the

PHA’s 5-Year Plan.

B.3 Progress Report. Include a report on the progress the PHA has made in meeting the goals and objectives described in the previous 5-

Year Plan. (24 CFR §903.6(b)(2))

B.4 Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Goals. Provide a statement of the PHA’s goals, activities objectives, policies, or programs
that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of child and adult victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

(24 CFR §903.6(2)(3))

B.5 Significant Amendment or Modification. Provide a statement on the criteria used for determining a significant amendment or
modification to the 5-Year Plan.

B.6 Resident Advisory Board (RAB) comments.
(a) Did the public or RAB provide comments?

(b) If yes, submit comments as an attachment to the Plan and describe the analysis of the comments and the PHA’s decision made on
these recommendations. (24 CFR §903.17(a), 24 CFR §903.19)

This information collection is authorized by Section 511 of the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act, which added a new section 5A to the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, as amended,
which introduced the 5-Year PHA Plan. The 5-Year PHA Plan provides the PHA’s mission, goals and objectives for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low-
income families and the progress made in meeting the goals and objectives described in the previous 5-Year Plan.

Public reporting burden for this information collection is estimated to average .76 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. HUD may not collect this information, and respondents are not required to

complete this form, unless it displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

Privacy Act Notice. The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development is authorized to solicit the information requested in this form by virtue of Title 12, U.S. Code,
Section 1701 et seq., and regulations promulgated thereunder at Title 12, Code of Federal Regulations. Responses to the collection of information are required to obtain a benefit or to
retain a benefit. The information requested does not lend itself to confidentiality.
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file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/h18613/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Application%20Data/Microsoft/24%20CFR%20903.17(a).htm
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=f41eb312b1425d2a95a2478fde61e11f&rgn=div5&view=text&node=24:4.0.3.1.3&idno=24#24:4.0.3.1.3.2.5.12

NOTICE OF OCCUPANCY RIGHTS UNDER U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT OMB Approval No. 2577-0286
Expires 06/30/2017

Hingham Housing Authority

Notice of Occupancy Rights under the Violence Against Women Act!

To all Tenants and Applicants

The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) provides protections for victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. VAWA protections are not only available
to women, but are available equally to all individuals regardless of sex, gender identity, or sexual
orientation.? The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is the Federal
agency that oversees the Public Housing and Leased Housing Programs is in compliance with
VAWA. This notice explains your rights under VAWA. A HUD-approved certification form is
attached to this notice. You can fill out this form to show that you are or have been a victim of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, and that you wish to use your

rights under VAWA.”

Protections for Applicants
If you otherwise qualify for assistance under Public Housing or Leased Housing Programs, you
cannot be denied admission or denied assistance because you are or have been a victim of

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

Protections for Tenants
If you are receiving assistance under Public Housing or Leased Housing Programs , you may not

be denied assistance, terminated from participation, or be evicted from your rental housing

! Despite the name of this law, VAWA protection is available regardless of sex, gender identity, or sexual
orientation.
2 Housing providers cannot discriminate on the basis of any protected characteristic, including race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, familial status, disability, or age. HUD-assisted and HUD-insured housing must be made
available to all otherwise eligible individuals regardless of actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity, or
marital status.

Form HUD-5380

(06/2017)



because you are or have been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or

stalking.

Also, if you or an affiliated individual of yours is or has been the victim of domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking by a member of your household or any guest, you
may not be denied rental assistance or occupancy rights under Public Housing or Leased
Housing Programs solely on the basis of criminal activity directly relating to that domestic

violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

Affiliated individual means your spouse, parent, brother, sister, or child, or a person to whom
you stand in the place of a parent or guardian (for example, the affiliated individual is in your

care, custody, or control); or any individual, tenant, or lawful occupant living in your household.

Removing the Abuser or Perpetrator from the Household

The Hingham Housing Authority may divide (bifurcate) your lease in order to evict the
individual or terminate the assistance of the individual who has engaged in criminal activity (the
abuser or perpetrator) directly relating to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or

stalking.

If the Hingham Housing Authority chooses to remove the abuser or perpetrator, the Hingham
Housing Authority may not take away the rights of eligible tenants to the unit or otherwise
punish the remaining tenants. If the evicted abuser or perpetrator was the sole tenant to have
established eligibility for assistance under the program, the Hingham Housing Authority must
allow the tenant who is or has been a victim and other household members to remain in the unit
for a period of time, in order to establish eligibility under the program or under another HUD
housing program covered by VAWA, or, find alternative housing.
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In removing the abuser or perpetrator from the household, the Hingham Housing Authority must
follow Federal, State, and local eviction procedures. In order to divide a lease, the Hingham
Housing Authority may, but is not required to, ask you for documentation or certification of the

incidences of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

Moving to Another Unit
Upon your request, the Hingham Housing Authority may permit you to move to another unit,
subject to the availability of other units, and still keep your assistance. In order to approve a
request, the Hingham Housing Authority may ask you to provide documentation that you are
requesting to move because of an incidence of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
or stalking. If the request is a request for emergency transfer, the housing provider may ask you
to submit a written request or fill out a form where you certify that you meet the criteria for an
emergency transfer under VAWA. The criteria are:
(1) You are a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking. If your housing provider does not already have documentation that you
are a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, your
housing provider may ask you for such documentation, as described in the
documentation section below.
(2) You expressly request the emergency transfer. Your housing provider may
choose to require that you submit a form, or may accept another written or oral
request.
(3) You reasonably believe you are threatened with imminent harm from

further violence if you remain in your current unit. This means you have a
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reason to fear that if you do not receive a transfer you would suffer violence in the
very near future.

OR

You are a victim of sexual assault and the assault occurred on the premises
during the 90-calendar-day period before you request a transfer. If you are a
victim of sexual assault, then in addition to qualifying for an emergency transfer
because you reasonably believe you are threatened with imminent harm from
further violence if you remain in your unit, you may qualify for an emergency
transfer if the sexual assault occurred on the premises of the property from which
you are seeking your transfer, and that assault happened within the 90-calendar-day

period before you expressly request the transfer.

The Hingham Housing Authority will keep confidential requests for emergency transfers by
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, and the location of any
move by such victims and their families.

The Hingham Housing Authority’s emergency transfer plan provides further information on
emergency transfers, and the Hingham Housing Authority must make a copy of its emergency

transfer plan available to you if you ask to see it.

Documenting You Are or Have Been a Victim of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence,
Sexual Assault or Stalking

The Hingham Housing Authority can, but is not required to, ask you to provide documentation to
“certify” that you are or have been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
or stalking. Such request from the Hingham Housing Authority must be in writing, and the

Hingham Housing Authority must give you at least 14 business days (Saturdays, Sundays, and
Form HUD-5380
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holidays do not count) from the day you receive the request to provide the documentation. HP

may, but does not have to, extend the deadline for the submission of documentation upon your

request.

You can provide one of the following to the Hingham Housing Authority as documentation. It

is your choice which of the following to submit if the Hingham Housing Authority asks you to

provide documentation that you are or have been a victim of domestic violence, dating

violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

A complete HUD-approved certification form given to you by the Hingham Housing
Authority with this notice, that documents an incident of domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, or stalking. The form will ask for your name, the date, time, and
location of the incident of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking,
and a description of the incident. The certification form provides for including the name
of the abuser or perpetrator if the name of the abuser or perpetrator is known and is safe to
provide.

A record of a Federal, State, tribal, territorial, or local law enforcement agency, court, or
administrative agency that documents the incident of domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking. Examples of such records include police reports, protective
orders, and restraining orders, among others.

A statement, which you must sign, along with the signature of an employee, agent, or
volunteer of a victim service provider, an attorney, a medical professional or a mental
health professional (collectively, “professional”) from whom you sought assistance in
addressing domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, or the effects of

abuse, and with the professional selected by you attesting under penalty of perjury that he
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or she believes that the incident or incidents of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual

assault, or stalking are grounds for protection.

e Any other statement or evidence that the Hingham Housing Authority has agreed to
accept.

If you fail or refuse to provide one of these documents within the 14 business days, the Hingham

Housing Authority does not have to provide you with the protections contained in this notice.

If the Hingham Housing Authority receives conflicting evidence that an incident of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking has been committed (such as certification
forms from two or more members of a household each claiming to be a victim and naming one or
more of the other petitioning household members as the abuser or perpetrator), the Hingham
Housing Authority has the right to request that you provide third-party documentation within
thirty 30 calendar days in order to resolve the conflict. If you fail or refuse to provide third-party
documentation where there is conflicting evidence, the Hingham Housing Authority does not

have to provide you with the protections contained in this notice.

Confidentiality
The Hingham Housing Authority must keep confidential any information you provide related to
the exercise of your rights under VAWA, including the fact that you are exercising your rights

under VAWA.

The Hingham Housing Authority must not allow any individual administering assistance or other
services on behalf of the Hingham Housing Authority (for example, employees and contractors)
to have access to confidential information unless for reasons that specifically call for these

individuals to have access to this information under applicable Federal, State, or local law.
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The Hingham Housing Authority must not enter your information into any shared database
or disclose your information to any other entity or individual. The Hingham Housing
Authority, however, may disclose the information provided if:
e You give written permission to the Hingham Housing Authority to release the
information on a time limited basis.
e The Hingham Housing Authority needs to use the information in an eviction or
termination proceeding, such as to evict your abuser or perpetrator or terminate your

abuser or perpetrator from assistance under this program.

e A law requires the Hingham Housing Authority or your landlord to release the
information.

VAWA does not limit the Hingham Housing Authority’s duty to honor court orders about
access to or control of the property. This includes orders issued to protect a victim and orders

dividing property among household members in cases where a family breaks up.

Reasons a Tenant Eligible for Occupancy Rights under VAWA May Be Evicted or
Assistance May Be Terminated

You can be evicted and your assistance can be terminated for serious or repeated lease violations
that are not related to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking committed
against you. However, the Hingham Housing Authority cannot hold tenants who have been
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking to a more demanding
set of rules than it applies to tenants who have not been victims of domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

The protections described in this notice might not apply, and you could be evicted and your
assistance terminated, if the Hingham Housing Authority can demonstrate that not evicting you
or terminating your assistance would present a real physical danger that:
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1) Would occur within an immediate time frame, and

2) Could result in death or serious bodily harm to other tenants or those who work on the
property.

If the Hingham Housing Authority can demonstrate the above the Hingham Housing Authority
should only terminate your assistance or evict you if there are no other actions that could be

taken to reduce or eliminate the threat.

Other Laws

VAWA does not replace any Federal, State, or local law that provides greater protection for
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. You may be entitled to
additional housing protections for victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
or stalking under other Federal laws, as well as under State and local laws.

Non-Compliance with The Requirements of This Notice

You may report a covered housing provider’s violations of these rights and seek additional
assistance, if needed, by contacting or filing a complaint with the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Thomas P. O’Neill Jr. Federal Building, 10 Causeway Street, 3" Floor,
Boston, MA 02222-1092.

For Additional Information

You may view a copy of HUD’s final VAWA rule at

https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/5720-F-03VAWAFINRULE.PDF

Additionally ,the Hingham Housing Authority must make a copy of HUD’s VAWA regulations
available to you if you ask to see them. For questions regarding VAWA, please contact Kathy
Healy, Director of Administration at 617-847-4350.

For help regarding an abusive relationship, you may call the National Domestic Violence Hotline

at 1-800-799-7233 or, for persons with hearing impairments, 1-800-787-3224 (TTY). You may
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also contact DOVE at 617-471-1234. For tenants who are or have been victims of stalking
seeking help may visit the National Center for Victims of Crime’s Stalking Resource Center at
https://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center.

Attachment: Certification form HUD- 5382.
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